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What is the EYFS?

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the stage of education for children from birth to
the end of the Reception year.

What is the statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage?

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework supports an integrated approach to early
learning care. It gives all professionals a set of common principles and commitments, in order to
ensure that quality early education and childcare experiences are delivered to all children.

The EYFS is based on four guiding principles:

« Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable,
confident and self-assured

o Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships

o Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from
adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their
learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and
parents and/or carers.

« Importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates.
The EYFS framework covers the education and care of all children in early years
provision, including children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

These four themes form the basis of our practise here at Stoneygate and ensure that we
provide a secure foundation for our planning, assessment and review of the learning and
development of each individual child.

Within the EYFS framework there are Seven Areas of Learning and the ‘Characteristics of
Effective Learning'.

The Characteristics of Effective Learning support the development of the Unique Child in how
children are learning. The ways in which children engage with other people and their
environment — playing and exploring, active learning, creating and thinking critically — underpin
learning and development across all areas and support the child to remain an effective and
motivated learner.

The three Prime Areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s
curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships and thriving. The prime areas are:

o Communication and Language (C&L)
« Physical Development (PD)



« Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED)

The four Specific Areas aim to strengthen the prime areas and allow these skills to be applied
through a more specific focus.

The specific areas are:

o Literacy

« Mathematics

o Understanding the World (UW)

o Expressive Arts and Design (EA&D)



